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Principal’s Message

Important Dates to Remember

Aloha Greenwave Families,

January 16February 26

English Language Learner Testing

January 17

Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony

January 18

Falling Stars Dance

January 21

No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 22

2 Quarter Report Card

February 8

Bay Clinic Medical Van

February 8

Family Fun Paint and Sip

February 12

No School – Teacher Institute Day

February 14

Valentine’s Day

February 18

No School – Presidents’ Day

February 26March 1

Parent-Teacher Conference

March 1-15

Cookie Sale

March 15

Mid-quarter Report for 3 Quarter

March 18-22

Spring Break

March 26

No School – Kuhio Day

nd

rd

Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its
schools do not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, color,
national origin, religion, or disability in its programs and
activities. Please direct inquiries regarding HIDOE
nondiscrimination policies as follows:
ADA/Section 504 inquiries
Krysti Sukita, ADA/504 Specialist
Civil Rights Compliance Office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us
Title VI, Title IX, and other inquiries
Anne Marie Puglisi, Director
Civil Rights Compliance Office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us
新年快乐 새해 복 많이 받으세요 chúc mừng năm mới

Happy New Year and Kung Hee Fat Choy!!! This is the year of
the Boar, a good time to reflect on the past and set goals for
the New Year. Kea’au Middle School’s goal and mission are to
prepare our students for success in college, career, and in
LIFE. As I reflect on last year, there is a lot to be proud of.
One of the most outstanding accomplishments of 2018 is our
improvement in achievement scores. Our school SBA scores
in ELA, Math, and Science saw a 6%-10% increase.
It is our duty to be developmentally responsive in our service
to our Greenwave Scholars. Kea’au Middle School has made
significant progress toward implementing actions that align
with the 16 characteristics of successful schools for young
adolescents. I’d like to (re)acquaint you with the 16
Characteristics as these provide the foundation and
framework of Kea’au Middle School’s academic plan.
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment






Educators value young adolescents and are prepared to
teach them.
Students and teachers engage in active, purposeful learning.
Curriculum is challenging, exploratory, integrative, and
relevant.
Educators use multiple learning and teaching approaches.
Varied and ongoing assessments to advance and measure
learning.

Leadership and Organization






A shared vision developed by all stakeholders guides every
decision.
Leaders are committed to and knowledgeable about this age
group, educational research, and best practices.
Leaders demonstrate courage and collaboration.
Ongoing professional development reflects best educational
practices.
Organizational structures foster purposeful learning and
meaningful relationships.

Culture and Community







The school environment is inviting, safe, inclusive, and
supportive of all.
Every student’s academic and personal development is
guided by an adult advocate.
Comprehensive guidance and support services meet the
needs of young adolescents.
Health and wellness are supported in curricula, school-wide
programs, and related policies.
The school actively involves families in the education of their
child.
The school includes community and business partners.

I ask for your support and help in achieving our goals for our
Scholars.
Have a healthy, safe, and prosperous New Year… the
GREENWAVE WAY!
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SCHOOLS NEWS

Promoting Literacy at KMS-

Team 7 Gold’s Incentive day

Drama as a Way of Learning
The Kau-Keaau-Pahoa Complex funded a
three-day workshop for students in
November, which was conducted by Dan
Kelin, Director of Drama Education,
Honolulu Theater for Youth on the KMS
campus. Dan is a Master Teaching Artist
and a mentor/trainer for school teachers
here in Hawaii, Samoa, India, and the
Marshall Islands. In addition, he is a Fulbright Research
Scholar and a published author. Dan implemented
"Drama as a Way of Learning Strategies" as he moved
students through various readings. The core focus of his
work with students and teachers is to improve
comprehension of literature via the use of kinesthetic
learning. The approach also builds life skills: critical
thinking, problem solving, collaboration with a partner
or as a group member, and communication/social skills.
"Drama as a Way of Learning" is an active learning
model that is highly effective and motivating for
students who benefit from a multi-sensory approach to
process literature. There was
lots of learning and fun
throughout the three-day event!
Dan will be returning to KMS in
May of 2019 to assist teachers
and students further deepen
their use of the strategies and
understanding of literature.

Family Fun Holiday Games and
Crafts Night, Nov. 30, 2018
With 36 family members in attendance, we started with
a brief presentation on cyberbullying by Dr. Travis
Mandel, professor at the Computer Science Department
of the University of Hawaii at Hilo. Everyone learned
something new and helpful for staying safe on the
Internet. If you want an electronic copy of the slides
from the presentation please contact the PCNC
(eatwell@keaaumiddle.k12.hi.us).
A fun evening ensued playing board games and making
globe ornaments. We had a healthy dinner with
sandwiches and fruit, as well as yogurt and snacks.
Thanks to a generous donation from the Food Basket,
our families were able to take home a lot of food for the
holidays as well. See you at the next event!!!

Team 7 Gold’s Incentive Day was held on December 17,
2018, during the last period of the day, as a celebration
of our students’ successful completion of the first
semester. Students returned to their homerooms for light
snacks, then joined the team at the basketball court,
where the homerooms competed in fun active relays,
such as: Tug of War, E Komo Mai Chant, and Hula
Hoop Tangle. The students’ smiles, laughter, and
"bragging rights" all made this event special for our
team, and we are looking forward to two more Incentive
Day events to celebrate students’ third quarter and
fourth quarter accomplishments!
(Note: Students who had LRC or suspensions at any
time during the quarter participated in conference with
Counselor Blakemore. Students getting an F in any class
had to finish all pending work before participating.)

Sixth Annual Hour of Code
The Sixth Annual Hour of
Code Event at KMS was held
on Monday, December 3, 2018.
The KMS media classes
enjoyed the opportunity to
participate in this
international project that
allowed them to explore a one-hour introduction to
computer science, offering exploration in coding logic,
problem-solving skills, and creativity. Media students
were provided time during and beyond this "Computer
Science Education Week" to continue their coding
exploration; Semester 2 Media classes can also look
forward to the opportunity to explore coding activities.

Important Safety Reminder
Please drop off and pick up students at the
Shipman Gym entrance only.
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WHAT’S UP AT KMS

National junior honor
society induction

Track Meet Reminder
Keaau Middle Track Meets
When: February 9 and February 23
Where: Waiakea High School
Time: 8:30 am - 4:30pm
What runners need: Water, fruit, and a lunch. There will
also be a concession.
What to wear: Students must have the team shirt to
get on the track. Hats, sunglasses, and sunscreen are
recommended.
If you have any question, see or call Mr. Costello at
(808) 313-4855, Ms. Arkin at (808) 313-4825, or Mr.
Guerpo at (808) 966-5803.

On Thursday January 17, 2019, seven 8th graders
(Lindsey Enanoria, Alexis Holi, Delilah Martin,
Catherine Nishida, Gabriela Riquino, Vincent Russell,
and one other student) and eleven 7th graders (Lehalani
Adolfo, Daphne Althea Igloria, John Lewis Maneja, Jolie
Mantz, Alaiza Mateo, Lexy Kaye Ramos, Memphis
Savage, Crislin Stamsos, Ikaika Stone, Kaya Vierra, and
one other student) celebrated their formal induction into
the KMS Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society
(NJHS). These 18 students, along with current NJHS
members, 8th graders Jake Cameros, Melodi Harada
Solmerin, and one other student earned this prestigious
membership through their effective demonstration of
the five qualities that serve as standards for the NJHS:
Scholarship, Service, Leadership, Character, and
Citizenship. To be nominated, students must have a
cumulative 3.5 GPA. KMS is grateful to guest speaker
Hawaii Community College Chancellor Rachel
Solemsaas for attending this event, and for providing
our newest NJHS members with her inspiring and
positive message. We would also like to thank our
family members who were able to attend -- cake and
refreshments were shared by all, in celebration of these
students’ great accomplishment!
What’s the most important meal of the day?
Breakfast!!! It kick-starts your body and feeds
your brain, so you are ready to learn.
Breakfast is provided free of charge to all
KMS students. Be smart, eat your breakfast!!!

REMinder: English Language Learner testing is
ongoing from January 22 to February 22. Please ensure
your student practices reading, listening, and speaking
skills at home and gets a good night’s rest.

GOOOOO GREENWAVES!!!!

Family Fun Paint
& Sip Night
Come create a masterpiece with just you and your
KMS student in celebration of Valentine’s Day.
Enjoy light snacks and a short presentation on
recognizing and preventing toxic relationships.
When: Friday, February 8, 5:30-7:30 pm
Where: Room K103 (Mrs. Stone’s room)
Please RSVP by February 1 using the tear-off
on the back of this newsletter, or respond via
School Messenger survey coming soon.

Spring PTCs
Spring Parent Teacher Conferences
will be held on February 26, 27, 28
and March 1. The first two days
(26th & 27th) will be reserved for
parents to come and meet with
teachers in person. The last two
days (28th and 1st) will be used for teachers to contact
parents via phone/email. Release time for students on
those four days will be 12:40 p.m. More details to come!

 Coming in March 
Rummage Sale sponsored by the Sixth Grade Team.
More information to come!
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BUILDING COMMUNITY

School Pride!

UPLINK All-Stars

Thank you to all who
represented KMS so very well in
the Keaʻau Lighted Christmas
Parade on December 8, 2018.
Hope everyone had fun!

Save the day: After-School AllStars Sports Showdown on
Saturday, March 2.

Giving Back to the Community

During 1st Semester, 6th grade Healthy Living class
students applied math and language arts skills in a
community service learning project called "Help the
Homeless Drive." Students collected clothes, blankets,
water, non-perishable food, and toiletries to make gift
bags for the homeless. Students wrote letters, fliers, and
made public service announcements soliciting donations
in addition to making gift cards. Thank you to all who
donated, especially the Hawaii Island Food Basket,
which delivered the majority of the food and toiletries.
Students were able to fill 26 shopping bags, 7 boxes of
groceries, and 44 toiletry bags. Supplies were
distributed on December 21 to homeless people at
Kurtistown Park, Cooper Center, Mo'oheau Bandstand,
and Salvation Army.

MalaMa ‘aina

During the month of November,
the Grade 7 Green Team had a
plastics recycling drive as a
service learning project, and the
students brought in nearly 60
pounds of recyclable plastic in
just 18 school days! The classes that brought in the most
by weight received pizza parties through generous
donations from our KMS PTSA and the Law Office of
Carlsmith Ball in Hilo. It was a great way for the
students to make an impact in our community, learn
about the effect plastics have on our fragile ecosystems,
and have fun competing in a meaningful way.

A special thank you to all who
supported the McFun-Raiser. We still
have a few booklets left. Please order
by sending a message to the PTSA
Facebook page or call the PCNC at 3134868. Proceeds from PTSA fundraisers support many
events in the KMS school community.
The next PTSA Board Meeting will be on February 14,
2019, at 3 pm, at the Principal’s Office. Members are
welcome and will be sent minutes of the meetings.
FUNDRAISER: Stay tuned for more information on
cookie sale, March 1-15, 2019.

Community Supported Agriculture
KMS is a drop-off point for DA BOX, our island’s first
CSA program. Visit www.hawaiifoodbasket.org/da-box1/, and call (808) 933-6030 if you have any questions.

Mahalo
Huge thanks to these community partners for helping
the KMS school community in November and December:
The Bay ClinicThe Food BasketKMS PTSA
UH Hilo Computer Science Department
Special thanks to the KMS band community, the many
chaperones and volunteers, and the attending students
for making the Falling Stars Dance on January 18 a fun
and enjoyable event for all!
Check out our social media pages:
Twitter: @370EGomes, #GreenWaveWay
Facebook Pages: Keaau Middle School (green trees
logo); Keaau Parent Facilitator; Keaau Middle PTSA
Website: www.keaaumiddle.org
***Look for School Messenger emails with our e-newsletter,
as well as invitations to join events.***

-------------------------------------Cut Here and Return to PCNC by February 1, 2019 ----------------------------------------------We will attend the Family Fun Paint and Sip Event on Friday, February 8, 2019.
Name of Parent/Guardian:______________________________________________
Name of KMS student: _________________________________________________ Grade: _____
Name of KMS student: _________________________________________________ Grade: _____

