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Principal’s Message

Important Dates to Remember

Aloha Greenwave Families,
Fall Season Greetings!

November 1

Last Day of Parent-Teacher Conferences

November 1

6th Grade Awards Ceremony

November 6

No School – Hawaii Election Day

November 7

7th Grade Awards Ceremony

November 8

8th Grade Awards Ceremony

November 12

No School – Veteran’s Day

November 14

Flu Clinic at KMS
KMS Parent-Teacher-Student Association
Board Meeting

November 15
November 16

Mid-quarter Report for 2nd Quarter

November 19

KMS School Community Council Meeting

November 22-23

No School – Thanksgiving Break

November 30

Family Fun Games & Holiday Crafts Night

December 8

Kea’au Christmas Lighted Parade

December 10

Track Team Tryout

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Parent Teacher
Conferences will be winding down and you would have had an
opportunity to touch base with your child’s teachers. As an
involved parent, you’re wondering, “How can I support my child
through these vital middle school years?” We’d love to have you
partner with us! Here are some ideas for you to consider:
1.

2.

3.

4.

December 12
KMS Winter Concert
December 24No School – Winter Break and Teachers’
January 8
Workdays
Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its
schools do not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, color,
national origin, religion, or disability in its programs and
activities. Please direct inquiries regarding HIDOE
nondiscrimination policies as follows:

5.

ADA/Section 504 inquiries
Krysti Sukita, ADA/504 Specialist
Civil Rights Compliance Office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us

7.

Title VI, Title IX, and other inquiries
Anne Marie Puglisi, Director
Civil Rights Compliance Office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us

6.

8.

Join Kea’au Middle School PTSA – We meet just once a
month to plan ways of supporting the school and students.
Our next meeting is on November 15 @ 3:15 p.m. in the
Principal’s office.
Attend an SCC meeting – (School Community Council) If you
don’t have time to be a member of the SCC, you can still
show your support and learn about what’s happening at the
school by attending one of the SCC meetings. We meet
monthly. Our next meeting is on November 19 @ 3:00 p.m.
in the Principal’s Office.
Check the Parent Portal in Infinite Campus – You can view
how your child is doing in his/her classes through the online
“gradebook” in Infinite Campus. If you do not have a
password, drop by the registrar’s office and they will issue
one to you.
Check your child’s home school notebook (planner)– In it
you’ll find homework assignments, work covered in class,
and maybe a note from the teacher. If you make it a habit
of checking it at least weekly, it will show your child that you
are interested in what your child is doing in school. Ask
him/her what they need your help in.
Attend a Family Fun Night –Hey, there’s a Holiday Craft and
Game Night coming up on November 30 @ 5:30 pm.
Attending a Family Fun Night shows your children that you
are “friends” with the school.
Email a teacher – Keep the email flowing. It’s a great way to
communicate with the teachers at your convenience.
Check out our website…www.keaaumiddle.org- Calendar of
events, find important documents, FAQs, see my
Greenwave Way tab in the Principal’s Message, links to
teachers, and so much more.
Check us out on Social Media: Facebook and Twitter

These are just a few opportunities to join hands with us in
educating your child and to support his/her journey through
middle school. I know that it is extremely difficult to fit us into
an already busy family schedule and I thank you for your ongoing
support in the way that works for you.
As we ramp up to the Holidays, I want to wish you and your
family the best. And remember, family, friends, and education
are the greatest gifts of all.
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SCHOOLS NEWS

Tennis for Everyone
On September 18, a tennis pro from Oahu came to
KMS PE classes and introduced our students to
playing the game of tennis. Everyone involved had
a BALL!

Great Job on Fire Drill!
An off-campus fire drill was held on
October 22, 2018. KMS students did a
great job of being orderly and following directions. It
took only about 20 minutes to safely move 700+ people!

Lungs,
Lungs,
Lungs
In the first
quarter, the
7th grade Green Team life science students learned all
about the science and health of the respiratory system,
including toxins found in vape liquids and comparing
actual healthy and unhealthy lungs. Thank you, UH Hilo
School of Pharmacy and the Bay Clinic, for your experts!

Unity Day &
Project Connect
KMS students celebrated unity
among all members of our
community by participating in
Unity Day and Project Connect on October 24, 2018.
Each student wore an orange bracelet as a way to unite
us in our uniqueness, symbolized by the color orange.
For Project, students were each given one strip of orange
paper on which they wrote what they do to help make
their school a safer place for their peers on one side and
a quality that makes them unique and proud of who
they are as individuals. These strips were then linked
into a chain and displayed from the top of K Building as
a constant reminder of our pledge to embrace our
community and respect each other’s uniqueness.

AVID at College Fair
More than 90 Kea'au Middle School AVID students
were invited to attend the 2018 College Fair
sponsored by the Hawaii Association for College
Admission Counseling

(HACAC) on October 22,
2018, at Edith Kanakaole
Stadium. There were over
75 in-state, out-of-state,
and even international
colleges represented. The
students were super
excited and motivated to be able to consult with all of the
representatives. Many grants and scholarships are
available for students in need to help your children
realize their dream of attending college.

Ho’okele Banner Contest
Thank you to students for participating in the Ho’okele
Banner Contest on October 26. The competition was
fierce this year as everyone kept their eyes on the prize—
an ice cream party!!! HO’OKELE BANNER RESULTS:
4th place- Mr. Riquino’s 8th grade Rebels
3rd place - Meyers and Correia’s mixed grade level
Menehunes
2nd place – Kumu Thomas’ 8th grade Hammahs
1st place – Mr. Costello’s 6th grade Crabby Cru

2018 KMS Costume Contest
Congratulations to all participants. Here
are the winners of the different categories:
Most humorous: 2nd place - Sandy Sales and Ms. Edgil
with her cats; 1st place - Luke Seebruch.
Most creative: 2nd place - Charizelle Hernandez; 1st place
- Ivy Quezada.
Most beautiful: 2nd place - Shina Azama; 1st place - Amy
Lou Henriques.
The contest concluded with a Mummy Wrap
Competition for all grades and a Cookie Face
Competition for the 6th grade. Thank you especially to
our volunteer mummy teachers.

Family Fun Movie Night
With 35 family members in attendance, we started with a
brief presentation on the dangers of smoking and vaping
by UH Hilo School of Pharmacy student; then, had a fun
evening watching Jurassic World and munching on
yummy chips and cookies! See you at the next event!!!
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WHAT’S UP AT KMS
Stop Flu at School Clinic
Students must bring a picture ID and be
present on the day of the flu clinic they will
have no make-up dates.
When: November 14, 2018, 9:15am - 11:15am
Where: Shipman Gym

Track Team Tryouts
Kea’au Middle School Track is just
around the corner. Lace up your
running shoes and come to tryouts
on Monday, December 10, right after school. If you
are in Uplink you must check in with them and come
straight to the gym. Bring your running shoes, shorts,
and a T-shirt.
Practice days are Monday and Friday immediately after
school. Lunch practice will also be held in the gym.
Track meets will be in February on Saturday at Waiakea
HS from 8:30 - 4:30. If you have any question, see or call
Mr. Costello at (808) 313-4855, Ms. Arkin at (808) 3134825, or Mr. Guerpo at (808) 966-5803.

Family Fun Games and
Holiday Crafts Night
Take a break from the holiday rush and join your
students for a relaxing night of board/card games and/or
holiday craft-making. Give the best gift of all this
holiday season —your time. A light dinner will be
provided, so you can focus on having fun together. 
When: Friday, November 30, 5:30-7:30 pm
Where: KMS Cafeteria
Please RSVP by November 16 using the form on
the back of this newsletter. (Please return the
portion at the bottom of the page only so you can keep
the contents of the newsletter.)

Parade time!
Come, bring your family along,
and watch the 2018 Kea’au
Christmas Lighted Parade. Students from the Keaʻau
Middle School Band, Polynesian music, leadership, and
AVID classes will be walking in this year’s parade. It will
be on Saturday evening, December 8, 2018, 5:45
pm – 7:15 pm. The parade route will be along KeaʻauPāhoa Road starting at Keaʻau High School and ending
at the Shipman Gym. This year’s theme is Christmas
Critters, and Santa will be there!!!

KMS Winter Concert
The Keaʻau Middle School Winter
Concert will be on Wednesday,
December 12, starting at 6:00 pm
in the Shipman Gym. Parents,
family members, and community members are invited to
hear our beginning band, advanced band, and
Polynesian music students perform. All are welcome to
hear an enjoyable evening of music.

For 8th Grade
Families
Help your incoming 9th
grader get a head start on
high school. Keaau High
School is offering a summer program for all incoming
Freshman. The program will run from June 10-28th
from 8am to 12:30pm daily. Free breakfast and lunch are
included. Free bus is also included. All participating
students have the opportunity to earn high school credit
for participating in the program. Sign up online at
Keaauhs.com or call 313-3366 for more information.
For more photos and to keep up with KMS
events, please check out our social media pages:
Twitter: @370EGomes, #GreenWaveWay
Facebook Pages: Keaau Middle School (green trees
logo); Keaau Parent Facilitator; Keaau Middle PTSA
Website: www.keaaumiddle.org
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BUILDING COMMUNITY
Neighborhood Library @ 16730 Milo Street
This is located across from the 711 near KMS campus. Please feel
free to take a book to read, return
or keep, or leave more books to
share. Mahalo to the generosity of
Mrs. Kawai Masuda, whose
daughter is a KMS alumnus

Community Opportunities
Thanks to our community partners, we have a couple of
special opportunities open to KMS families:
1. Operation Christmas Child: Want to help make
sure children in underdeveloped countries have a
chance to open a gift on Christmas Day? Check out
details at samaritanspurse.org and contact the PCNC
by phone, (808) 313-4868, or by email,
eatwell@keaaumiddle.k12.hi.us. Deadline for
collection is November 16, 2018, at the PCNC
Office (P-3, across from the Registrar).
2. Community Supported Agriculture (CSA):
Our island’s first CSA program, DA BOX, has made
KMS a drop-off point. What this means is if you sign
up, you can simply pick up your share of locally
grown vegetables and fruits on Wednesday
afternoons from the PCNC Office. Cost is $16/share,
and $8/share for SNAP recipients. Each share fills a
regular grocery bag. For details and to sign up,
please visit www.hawaiifoodbasket.org/da-box-1/,
and call (808) 933-6030 if you have any questions.

Mahalo
Huge thanks to these community partners for helping
the KMS school community in September and October:
The Bay Clinic for dental services
The Food Basket for food and drink donations
The Bay Clinic, UH Hilo Pharmacy, and BISAC for
presentations to our students and families

UPLINK All-Stars
Second quarter sign-up for
this free afterschool program
is now available in the school
office or at the After-School All-Stars Office located in
the cafeteria. Students can participate in sports, crafts,
community and leadership building. Homework
assistance and tutoring are also part of the program. The
program is open until 5:30pm and transportation is
available to take your student home. For more
information call Jamie at 313-4830.
A special thank you to all who
supported the book fair in late October.
The PTSA was very close to reaching
the goal of $2,500 in gross sales.
Proceeds help fund activities like Open
House, monthly grants for KMS PTSA members to
support activities that benefit the school community.
The next PTSA Board Meeting will be on November 15,
2018, at 3:15 pm, at the Principal’s Office. Members
are welcome and will be sent minutes of the meetings.
Box Top Collection will be on December 14. Please
bring in those Box Tops you have been saving.
FUNDRAISER: Need something for stocking stuffers?
We are participating in the McFun-Raiser coupon books
from Ronald McDonald Charities of Hawaii. Each
coupon book, priced at $5, contains the following items
worth approximately $25 (what a fantastic deal!):
1 Free Hamburger
1 Free Hash Brown
1 Free Small Fries
1 Free Ice Cream Cone
1 Buy-one-get-one-free Large Sandwich
1 Buy-one-get-one-free Breakfast Sandwich
Please order by sending a message to the PTSA Facebook
page or call the PCNC 313-4868 for more information.

-------------------------------------------------Cut Here and Return to PCNC----------------------------------------------------------My family will attend the Family Fun Games and Holiday Craft-making event on Friday, November 30, 2018. We are
interested in (please check one of the following items):
_____ Playing games

_____ Making holiday crafts

_____ Doing both

Name of student: ________________________________________ Grade: _____ Number of attendees: _____
Please return this RSVP to the PCNC by November 16 so food and supplies can be prepared. Thank you!!!!! 

