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Important Dates to Remember:

Oct 7-8         School Picture Taking

Oct 11-15    Fall Break - No School

Oct 28          Pau Hana Parent Meeting

Oct 29          Qtr. 1 Report Cards Distributed

Nov 1-5       Parent-Teacher Conferences

_____________________________________________

Administrator’s Address

Aloha Kea‘au Middle School

Families,

As we come to the end of our first

quarter of school year 2021-2022, I thank you for

your support and understanding as we have

worked hard to transition back to full in person

learning for your children.  I understand that the

COVID-19 procedures we have adopted have been

difficult for many of our families and ask for your

continued support as we work to keep our school

safe for everyone.  I also thank everyone for kindly

welcoming me to Kea‘au Middle School.  I have

thoroughly enjoyed my first quarter here and

appreciate all of you that I have met in person or

over the phone and look forward to meeting

everyone else.

Our students and teachers will be on a well

deserved Fall Break from Monday, 10/11 until

Friday, 10/15.  It is important for your children to

have time for rest and relaxation so they can

recharge and come back ready for the second

quarter of school.  I want to remind everyone that

although it is a break from school, to please ensure

your children continue to wear their masks,

practice hand hygiene, and to stay at home

whenever sick.  This will help us keep our entire

community safe and ensure all of our students can

return to school on Monday, 10/18, after the Fall

Break.

Please be on the lookout for more information

about our upcoming Parent Teacher Conferences

which will be held from Monday, 11/1 to Friday,

11/5 in the second quarter.  We will also host

COVID-19 testing and vaccination opportunities for

students at our school to do our part in keeping

everyone safe during this pandemic.

This year communication between our school and

all our families is more important than ever

because of the COVID-19 procedures we have in

place.  One of the lessons we learned last school

year was the need to be ready for continuous

changes to our school plans and the need to

contact families quickly and reliably.  Please contact

our office at (808) 313-4800 to update your contact

information or if you have any questions or

concerns to discuss with me.  I can also be

contacted by email at gregg.yonemori@k12.hi.us.

mailto:gregg.yonemori@k12.hi.us


Page 2

FAMILY RESOURCES

Partner with KMS to help our keiki thrive!

Visit our school website at
www.keaaumiddle.org.
Check the Homepage for important
updates.  Visit the Parents Page for
assistance and tools to help you support
your child’s learning at school and at home.
Attend a KMS Pau Hana Parent Meeting at
the end of each month!
Contact your Family Engagement Contact,
Julianne Arkangel-Kawaha, at (808)
313-4869 or
julianne.arkangel-kawaha@k12.hi.us.

______________________________________________________________

Need help to support your teen with grief
and loss?

Hawaiʻi Care Choices has programs to help.
See the Camp Aloha flyer at the end of the

newsletter for more information.
______________________________________________________________

Need help with
technology?
Call the HIDOE
ʻOhana Help Desk

643-DESK[643-3375]
___________________________________

Need help with the English Language?
Office of

Language Services

Need an after school program?

Our KMS ASAS free program with

tutoring, enrichment, and sports

is available and on our KMS

campus!

See the ASAS flyer at the end of

the newsletter for more

information!
__________________________________________________________

Boys & Girls Club

Big Island

Afterschool Program

____________________________________________
Need help with housing? Homelessness?

Visit the Hope Services

Hawaii website at

hopeserviceshawaii.org

for housing assistance

or Covid 19 housing relief

support!
__________________________________________________

Need community resources due to

Covid 19?
PACT:  Parents and Children Together

have an extensive list of community

resources available during this

pandemic.  Visit  the website at

https://pacthawaii.org/covid19_community_resource to

view the list.

_________________________________________
For Family Strengthening Services,

Counseling, Shelter, and other Resources,
Visit the Neighborhood Place of

Puna website

https://neighborhoodplaceofpuna.org/

http://www.keaaumiddle.org
https://www.keaaumiddle.org/parents.html
mailto:julianne.arkangel-kawaha@k12.hi.us
https://sites.google.com/k12.hi.us/ohana-help-desk-portal/
https://health.hawaii.gov/ola/
https://health.hawaii.gov/ola/
http://www.bgcbi.org/#
http://www.bgcbi.org/#
http://www.bgcbi.org/#
http://hopeserviceshawaii.org/
https://pacthawaii.org/covid19_community_resources/
https://neighborhoodplaceofpuna.org/
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HONORING PEOPLE AT KMS

KMS Positive Office Referrals

Our Positive Referral Program will continue this school year.  Each week, students are
referred to the vice principal by teachers and other adult staff for positive behavior, such
as helping out another student, making great effort toward an academic goal, etc. The list
of students will be published in each newsletter and on the school website at the end of
each quarter.

Make sure that your student’s photo release form is signed and turned in to allow for publication.

Congratulations to our shining students
with Positive Office Referrals during the month of September!

Greenwave Character Trait(s)

Malu Lum (6, Shigemasa) Citizenship

Peter Tangaro (7,  Bolos) Attitude, Enthusiasm, Respect, Responsibility, Self Control

Jamiesha Harrell (8, Bolos) Accountability, Attitude, Enthusiasm, Respect, Responsibility

Celton Miranda Soares (7, Piianaia) Attitude, Gratitude, Respect

Kristine Mercurio (7, Piianaia) Compassion, Citizenship, Encouragement, Service

Bryar DeMattos (6, Badua) Attitude, Compassion, Citizenship

Haley Medeiros (7, Jacobs/Oyama) Accountability, Attitude, Enthusiasm, Integrity, Respect, Responsibility

Kealani Weddle (7, Jacobs/Oyama) Accountability, Citizenship, Responsibility, Service

McGrady Mutuk (7, Jacobs/Oyama) Accountability, Citizenship, Responsibility, Service

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

KMS Greenwave Gazette Student Newsletter

Our Greenwave Gazette Newsclub meets weekly under the supervision of four fabulous faculty members to
produce an attractive, interesting, quality publication.  Help us celebrate these students and staff who
demonstrate Greenwave attributes of grit and talent.  GOOOOOO
GREENWAVES!

Student Contributors:
Kirra Summers, Coco Hunt, Jenavieve Bonner, Josie Blas,
Basil (Ellie), Brody Derringer, Betty Jo, Adelaide Heu
Advisors:
Janean Stone, Tiffany Edwards Hunt, Elizabeth Sharrock, Brenna Usher

Congratulations to our Greenwave Gazette Newsclub on an outstanding first issue!
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SCHOOL NEWS

Community Crosswalk

In March of 2021, when students returned to in person
learning, Mrs. Randee Arkin (KMS PE teacher) noticed
something different in our community that didn’t sit
well with her at all.  She saw that when they built the
new Longs Drugs Store across the street, they had
removed the crosswalk that our students used and the
school used for our evacuation drills.  Mrs. Arkin
expressed, “I watched many of our students cross
anywhere to get to the other side and was extremely
concerned that this created an accident waiting to
happen.  The street is also on a curve which in my
opinion made it even worse.”  As usual, Mrs. Arkin’s
commitment to safety and wellness prompted her to
call the Hawaii County Highway Division. She spoke to
Riz Mangaoay and told him of her concern for the
students of KMS and the community, then waited
patiently for something to be done.

Upon return from summer break for full in person
learning this school year, she was saddened to see that
nothing had been done to protect those children and
community crossing to the new Longs Drugs Store.  Mrs.
Arkin called the Hawaii County office again, and this
time Had a long conversation with Mr. Mangaoay.  It
turns out he is an alumni of KMS and this time with his
staff back at work, they were able to replace the
walkway that had been removed. Mrs. Arkin shared her
jubilance, “I am so happy that our children of KMS and
the HMSA building and the Keaau community now have
a safe way to cross the street.

Just a few days after sharing this story, Mrs. Arkin
reported yet another improvement:
“This morning I noticed not only a new crosswalk, but
now there is a new sign!  Plus to top it all off...a car
actually stopped for me when I was in the crosswalk!  I
love this place.”

So do we, Mrs. Arkin.  Thank you for always looking out
for the safety and well being of us all.  Thank you also to
Mr. Mangaoay and crew.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Stellar School Store

Sixth Grade Greenwaves... get ready to go shopping
again!  The School Store will be reopening on
Friday, October 22,2021.
Give your teachers reasons to reward you with
Green Bucks for demonstrating the KMS
Schoolwide Expected Behaviors of

Respect, Responsibility, and Safety!
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PTA Reflections Contest

Do you enjoy art, music and dance or have an
interest in writing, producing films, and taking
photos?  Join us and have fun unleashing your
inner artist with PTA Reflections!
This year’s theme, “I will change the world by…,”
calls for your own unique interpretation through
the arts.  Students may enter in one or more of the
below arts categories.

● Dance Choreography
● Film Production
● Literature
● Music Composition
● Photography
● Visual Arts

See also the PTA Reflections
Flyer at the end of this
newsletter.

For information, visit
PTA.org/Reflections

For inspiration, visit the Reflections virtual art
gallery and learn more about prizes and
scholarships at PTA.org/Reflections/Awards.

Please email Mrs. Joanna Silva
(joanna.silva@k12.hi.us) if you need help, more
information, or clarification.  All entry forms and
submissions due to Mrs. Joanna Silva no later than
November 19, 2021.  You may send in your
application and submission via email, or you may
drop these off at the main office.

Education First European Tour

"Open your senses, feed
your soul.
Be carefree and let
wanderlust take control.
Bon voyage."

Social Studies Teacher
Tiffany Hunt will lead a
group of students on a
trip to Europe in June of
2022.

The 10-day trip arranged by EF Tours will include
stops in England, France, and Italy. The total cost
includes airfare and transportation, hotels,
regional-style meals, guided sightseeing, museum
and attraction entrance fees, along with a full-time
tour director. Payment plans are available via EF
Tours and are more affordable the sooner you sign
up! For more information about the planned tour,
visit www.eftours.com/2420442HV. You can feel
free to contact Edwards Hunt at
tiffanyedwardshunt@gmail.com or by phone at
(808) 938-8592.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

KMS Parent Teacher Conferences

are scheduled for November 1-5.  More
information is coming  soon!  Check the school
website and be on the lookout for Parent-Teacher
Conference information via email.

https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections
https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections/artgallery
mailto:joanna.silva@k12.hi.us
http://www.eftours.com/2420442HV
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WELLNESS

NURSE’S CORNER
IMPORTANT Updated
Physical Requirements

State law requires all students to
receive a physical exam and
immunizations before starting
seventh grade.

Since July of 2020 there are new health Department of
Health requirements to enter 7th grade. These include
the physical exam and vaccinations of HPV, MCV, and
TDAP.

For current 6th grade students, these new
requirements must be met to enter the next school year
of 2021-2022.

For current 7th grade students, missing these new
requirements may delay entry to 8th grade or result in
exclusion from school in the future.

For more information and the required Student Health
Record (Form 14), see 7th Grade Physical Exam page on
the school website.

If you have questions please call the school health office
at 313-4816 to speak with the School Health Assistant.

For further information visit:
www.hawaiipublicschools.org and search for "Physical
Exam" or
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/vaccines-immunizations
/school-health-requirements/

Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its
schools do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, ancestry, sex, gender identity, gender expression, sexual
orientation, age, disability, and religion. Please direct inquiries
regarding HIDOE nondiscrimination
policies as follows:
Director: Beth Schimmelfennig Compliance: Rhonda Wong Title
VI: Aaron Oandasan
Title IX: Nicole Isa-Iijima

Civil Rights Compliance Branch Hawaii State Department of
Education P.O. Box 2360 Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay crco@notes.k12.hi.us

Teen Smoking and Vaping

Four Facts to know:

1. Kids are still smoking. Every day in America,
more than 3,200 teenagers smoke their first
cigarette, and an additional 2,100 youths
and young adults become daily cigarette
smokers.

2. Smoking is dangerous. According to the
surgeon general, 5.6 million Americans
younger than 18 today will die early from
smoking-related diseases.

3. Most smokers start young. If young people
don’t start using tobacco by age 26, they
almost certainly will never start.

4. It’s not just cigarettes. Kids today are
exposed to cigars, cigarillos, e-cigarettes
(vaping and juuling), hookah (water pipe)
and smokeless tobacco (snuff, chew and
dissolvable tobacco). Several of these forms
of tobacco are “flavored,” increasing their
appeal to young people.

To read the full article, How to Keep Kids and Teens

from Smoking and Vaping, go to heart.org at
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyl

e/quit-smoking-tobacco/how-to-keep-kids-and-teens-fr

om-smoking-and-vaping

Information for teens on quitting:

This is Quitting

https://truthinitiative.org/thisisquitting

https://www.keaaumiddle.org/article-19.html
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/vaccines-immunizations/school-health-requirements/
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/vaccines-immunizations/school-health-requirements/
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking-tobacco/how-to-keep-kids-and-teens-from-smoking-and-vaping
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking-tobacco/how-to-keep-kids-and-teens-from-smoking-and-vaping
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking-tobacco/how-to-keep-kids-and-teens-from-smoking-and-vaping
https://truthinitiative.org/thisisquitting
https://truthinitiative.org/thisisquitting









